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•  On Pearl Harbor Day 2005, some 3.7 million WWII vets are projected to be living. 
    As of April 2004, 50 of 464 Congressional Medal of Honor recipients were still living. 
    As of the end of 2003, 33,050 of the 130,201 POWs were still living. 

Among all males 75 and older, 1 
in 2 are WWII vets

States with 
the most 
WWII vets

Marital Status Race Some 50% of eligible 
vets took advantage 

of the GI Bill

15% of total veteran population
New Jersey highest % (23%)
Median age 81.8
Some 1,200 die each day

California
Florida
New York
Pennsylvania
Texas

73% married
17% widowed
  6% divorced
  1% separated
  3% never married

93% white
  5% black
  2% other

College 2.2M
Other schools 3.5M

On-job trainees 1.4M
Farm trainees 690K

Total 7.8M

•   The U.S. was far from a superpower in 1940 when Congress enacted the first peacetime     
draft in American history and called up 75,000 conscripts later called draftees. Some 16.1 
million served in the armed forces during WWII (1941-1946):

Participation of all males 
15 and older

Branch Locale Congressional Medals

33% United States
43% Washington D.C.
43% Nevada
41% Utah
39% New Mexico
38% Arizona
37% California

70% Army / Air Corps
26% Navy
  4% Marines

73% Overseas
27% Home Front

286 Army / 38 Air Corps
  82 Marines
  57 Navy
    1 Coast Guard

•  In all wars of the Twentieth Century, 35 to 40 million soldiers perished of which some 
63% were the result of WWII.
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•   Estimated WWII casualties by country (military and civilian):

United 
States

•  GIs, whether in combat or non-combat roles, risked their life from both hostile and non-hostile causes.
•  28% of GI deaths, whether serving on the home front or overseas, were non-hostile.

292,131
115,187

72% hostile deaths caused by land, sea, and air battles (troopship sinkings, airplane crashes, etc.)
28% non-hostile deaths (disease, training accidents, etc.)

 
Country Military Civilian Total % of Total Money Spent

United States
USSR
China
British Empire
Germany
Japan
Italy
Romania
Hungary
Yugoslavia
Poland
France
Czechoslovakia
Other
     Total
Allied
Axis
European Fronts
War against Japan

407,318
13,000,000+

3,500,000
452,000

3,500,000
1,700,000

330,000
200,000
120,000
300,000
120,000
250,000

10,000
1,110,682

25,000,000

19,000,000
6,000,000

0
7,000,000+
10,000,000

60,000
3,800,000

380,000
80,000

465,000
280,000

1,300,000
5,300,000

360,000
330,000
645,000

30,000,000

407,318
20,000,000+

13,500,000
512,000

7,300,000
2,080,000

410,000
665,000
400,000

1,600,000
5,420,000

610,000
340,000

1,755,682
55.000.000
44,000,000
11,000,000

1%
36%
25%
1%

13%
4%
1%
1%
1%
3%

10%
1%
1%
3%

100%
80%
20%

$341 billion
$192 billion 

$120 billion
$272 billion
$56 billion
$94 billion

Note:  WWII was more 
expensive than all wars 

combined

•   American casualties by war:

War Personnel 
Serving

% 
Casualties

Total 
Casualties

Casualties 
Compared to WWII

Still 
MIA

Civil War
WWI
WWII
Korean Conflict
Vietnam Conflict
Persian Gulf War

2,213,000
4,735,000

16,113,000
5,720,000
8,744,000
2,233,000

16%
2%
3%
1%
1%

364,000
116,000
406,000
37,000
58,000

under 1,000

3.5X more in WWII

11X more in WWII
7X more in WWII

78,000
8,100
1,800

1
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